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MongoDB containers with Docker Compose

Docker Compose facilitates spinning up a container for the MongoDB database without installing MongoDB locally. Prerequisites Docker Compose installed Configuration The following configuration spins up the MongoDB container with the UI tool (Mongo Express). The connection string for the MongoDB database is mongodb://localhost:27018. Mongo Express is available at the http://localhost:8082 link. Use the below Basic auth credentials to log in to Mongo Express.
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Web scraping with cheerio

Web scraping means extracting data from websites. This post covers extracting data from the page’s HTML tags. Prerequisites cheerio package is installed HTML page is retrieved via an HTTP client Usage — create a scraper object with load method by passing HTML content as an argument set decodeEntities option to false to…


Scraping

1 min read









Scraping

1 min read























Dec 22, 2023




Integration with GitHub GraphQL API

GitHub provides GraphQL API to create integrations, retrieve data, and automate workflows. Prerequisites GitHub token (Settings → Developer Settings → Personal access tokens) Integration Below is an example of retrieving sponsorable users by location. export async function getUsersBy(location) {
  return fetch('https://api.github.com/graphql', {
    method: 'POST',
    body: JSON.stringify({
      query: `query {
        search(type: USER, query: "location:${location} is:sponsorable", first: 100) {
          edges {
            node {
              ... on User {
                bio
                login
                viewerCanSponsor
              }
            }
          }
          userCount
        }
      }`,
    }),
    headers: {
      ContentType: 'application/json',
      Authorization: `Bearer ${process.env.GITHUB_TOKEN}`
    }
  })
    .then((response) => response.json())
    .then((response) => response.data?.search?.edges || []);
}
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Async API documentation 101

Async API documentation is used for documenting events in event-driven systems, like Kafka events. All of the event DTOs are stored in one place. It supports YAML and JSON formats. It contains information about channels and components. Channels and components are defined with their messages and DTO schemas, respectively. {…
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Identifying missing variables in Handlebars templates

Handlebars is a template engine that can create server-side views, e-mail templates, and invoice templates by injecting JSON data into HTML. Resolving all variables in a Handlebars template is essential to maintain the accuracy of the displayed information and prevent incomplete content or layout problems. The following snippet checks for missing variables by overriding the default nameLookup function. In this case, it logs a warning for unresolved variables and sets the default value, an empty string.
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Logging practices

This post covers some logging practices for the back-end (Node.js) apps. Avoid putting unique identifiers (e.g., user ID) within the message. A unique ID will produce a lot of different messages with the same context. Use it as a message parameter. Use the appropriate log level for the message. There…
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License key verification with Gumroad API

Gumroad allows verifying license keys via API calls to limit the usage of the keys. It can be helpful to prevent the redistribution of products like desktop apps. Allow generating a unique license key per sale in product settings, and the product ID will be shown there. …
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Web scraping with jsdom

Web scraping means extracting data from websites. This post covers extracting data from the page’s HTML when data is stored in JavaScript variable or stringified JSON. The scraping prerequisite is retrieving an HTML page via an HTTP client. Examples The example below moves data into a global variable, executes the page…
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Health checks with Terminus

Monitoring tools use health checks to check if service and external dependencies (like a database) are up and running and take some action (like sending alerts) for the unhealthy state. Terminus provides a set of health indicators. Liveness probe An HTTP endpoint checks if the service is up and running. // health.controller.ts
import…
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Browser automation with Puppeteer

Puppeteer is a headless browser for automating browser tasks. Here’s the list of some of the features: Turn off the headless mode const browser = await puppeteer.launch({
  headless: false
  // ...
}); Resize the viewport to the window size const browser = await puppeteer.launch({
  // ...
  defaultViewport: null
}); Emulate…
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